CITY COUNCIL

Committee of the Whole

Monday, March 28, 2022
5:00 pm
Hybrid Meeting
Agenda
The City Council Committee of the Whole meetings are filmed and can be viewed LIVE while the meeting is

taking place via the attached Zoom link and dial-in phone number, on Facebook and on BCTV MAC Channel
99 or at your convenience at https://www.readingpa.gov/content/city-council-video.

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device:

Please click this URL to join.
https://readingpa.zoom.us/j/886514869097?pwd=TVBxak9zWmNTeXZJN1A40W5BYk11UT09

Passcode: 097681
Or One tap mobile:
+16465588656,,88651486909#,,,,*097681# US (New York)

+13017158592,,88651486909¢#,,,,097681# US (Washington DC)
Or join by phone:

Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):

US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 720 707 2699 or +1 253
215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or 888 475 4499 (Toll Free) or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free)

Webinar ID: 886 5148 6909

Passcode: 097681

L. Check in with Berks State Legislature
IL. Appointments to the Redevelopment Authority - M. Gombar
III.  Containing Charter Board Costs

IV.  Agenda Review
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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING,
BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

DATE: March 20, 2022

TO:

City Council

FROM: City Council Solicitor

RE:

Reading Redevelopment Authority

In light of the vacancy on the RRA Board created by Nate Rivera’s recent resignation, it is
noteworthy that a recent change in law has provided Council (no longer the Mayor) with the
authority to appoint members to this Authority Board.

To elaborate, prior to July 14, 2020, the Urban Redevelopment Law of 1945 provided that the
Mayor had authority to appoint board members.

However, in 2020, the law was changed to give the Council with the appointment powers. For
your reference, the text of the legislation is below:

Section 5. Appointiment and Qualifications of Members of Authority.--Upon certification
of a resolution declaring the need for an Authority to operate in a [eity] municipality or
county, [ AVAE_aE o 2 5 reof—r s ] the
governing body shall appoint, as members of the Authority, five citizens who, except in
the case of cities of the third class, shall be residents of the [eity] municipality or county
in which the Authority is to operate. In the case of a city of the third class, a majority of
the members of the Authority shall be residents of the city, and the remainder may be
nonresidents who own and operate businesses in the city in which the Authority is to
operate.

2020 Act 58 - PA General Assembly (state.pa.us)

The statute defines governing body of a city as “the city council or legislative body
thereof.”

So, Council is now in the position to fill this vacancy.
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